
Choosing the right school for your child is a big decision at the best of times – but it 
is even more challenging when schools are not able to invite you in to have a look 
around.  There is something about stepping inside a school that gives you a really 
good idea of whether you can see your own child in that setting.

At the moment this isn’t possible sadly, so I have written this presentation for you 
which I hope will give you a flavour of our school and our ethos.  There is also a 
video tour on the website which you can look at too.  I would also like to offer you 
the chance to have a telephone conversation with me where I will try and answer 
any specific questions you might have. 

Lots of luck making the decision and I look forward to speaking to some of you 
soon, Jacky Halton, Headteacher.



Our Ethos

The ethos of our school is very important to us.  We believe in getting 
to know our children and families really well from the moment you join 
our school.  This helps us to ensure that we are able to meet the needs 
of your children, whatever they may be.

We are a very inclusive school – all are welcome.  We believe it is vitally 
important that children understand that every one is valued and we all 
matter.

Following explains some of the approaches we use with our children.



We don’t expect children to get everything 
right the first time….

Some children really worry when they get something wrong and this 
can eventually lead them to resist trying anything new or anything that 
they believe they will struggle with.  We believe that the ‘struggle’ is an 
important part of learning and we help children to learn the 
importance of ‘having a go’.



We help children to understand how to learn 
from their mistakes.

Mistakes can actually be a really helpful part of learning.  Our teachers 
are always good at admitting when they have made a mistake to show 
the children that even grown ups get it wrong sometimes!  



We don’t give stickers... (or extrinsic rewards)



But we do praise hard work and effort - and 
encourage children to feel proud of what they do

(intrinsic rewards)



We don’t have a list of ‘gifted’ 
children…



We DO believe that ALL children have the 
ability to excel at something.

These are our school values which emphasise the fact that we believe 
ALL children should have a chance to shine and know how to have fun.  
These values form the basis of our school assemblies.



We don’t shout at our children…



But we do expect them to speak to us as they 
are spoken to.



We don’t allow children to run in the 
corridor…



But we do let them skip!  We can’t bear to 
stop them!



This is an example of the weekly timetable for Year R – you will notice that each day 
has a very similar structure which helps provide consistency for the children.  
‘Discovery Time’ is the time when they have free access to all areas of the setting –
it will be what they talk about the most!  But as you can see they do other things 
too!  Daily maths, phonics, chatterbox and story time.  They will also have a weekly 
forest school session – in all weathers!



And what about you…?

We believe that you know your children the best but we will make sure 
we find out as much as we can about your child before they start 
school.

What else can you do….?



We’d like you to encourage your child to have a go 
at things they don’t think they are good at or that 

they are unsure of…



We’d like you to say ‘you can’t do it …yet – but you 
will!’ And encourage them to have a go – if you 
keep doing it for them they’ll keep letting you!



We do expect you to understand how important it 
is that your child attends school every day… 

especially after all the time they have missed at 
preschool this year.



We don’t expect you to worry about every 
child in our school… that’s our job. 

But we do expect you to remember that there are 179 other children 
and that they all matter to us.



We are here to help and fortunately have a huge 
amount of experience and expertise amongst our 
staff. Here are just two staff you would be able to 

contact if your child attends our school.

Lisa Noice is our Family Liaison Officer.  
She can provide a range of parenting 
support and advice.  

Diane Bosustow is our ELSA (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant).  She works 
with children in school who many have 
worries or concerns.  She also support 
our service families and our young 
carers.



Catchment Area

Prospective parents often have questions about catchment area.  You 
will probably know if you are IN our catchment area.  If you are outside 
of our catchment area, you have a better chance of obtaining a place 
the closer you are to our school.  If you already have a child at our 
school, but are out of catchment, this will provide you with a strong 
chance of obtaining a place. 

Every year we take children who are outside of our catchment area.  
However, I would always encourage you to visit your catchment school 
first before making up your mind.  

I am happy to discuss this further during the telephone call.



Thank you for taking the time to read this presentation!

Please do try and make a telephone appointment so that we can talk 
more about your child and I will try to answer any of your questions.

Jacky Halton


